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prayers were matters that concerned only God and
herself.

What I have said might give her the character of
an ascetic, but nothing could be further from her.
She was always optimistic as to earthly troubles,
always cheerful and fond of mild festivities. At
times no one was more merry than she, and I have
seen her laughing at a good joke or story till the
tears ran down her cheeks. Cheerfulness was to her
a duty which was never violated except when she
was laying her case before God.

Her ardent desire that her children should have a
liberal education came to a climax on me, the last,
born at the end of the period of child-bearing.
She taught me my letters before I could articulate
them, when I was two I could read, and at three I
was put on a high stool to read the Bible for visitors,
so that I cannot remember when I could not read,
and when not more than five or six I used to be at
the head of the spelling classes and spelling matches,
in which all the boys and girls were divided into
equal companies, and the school-teacher gave out the
hardest words in the spelling-book to each side in
turn, all who failed to spell their word sitting down,
until the solitary survivor on one side or the other
decided the victory, and even before I was seven I
was generally that survivor. I read insatiably all
the good story-books they would let me have, and I
cannot recall the time at which there was anything
even in the Bible new to me. With an incipient
passion for nature and animal life, I read with de- wore mourning. Her bereavements and herd in my recollection measure of,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